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Passing It On!
FAMILIES WORKING TOGETHER TO Faith-fully RAISE OUR CHILDREN

St. Raphael’s Religious Education Program Community Newsletter

Volume 17, Issue 1 September 2018

A Message from Mary
Dear Parents,

The Pennsylvania grand jury's report on the sexual abuse of children by priests over a 70-year
period is a horrible account, painful to read. Catholics are struggling with questions of how
this could have happened and how it was covered up for so long.  The scandal is reaching far
and wide.  In our own archdiocese, Cardinal Wuerl is facing accusations that he mismanaged
and concealed alleged sex abuse within the Church.  How can Catholics find answers to these
questions, as well as a way to move forward during this time of pain and confusion?

From the many statements that have been made, I have pieced together a few ideas that have
been helpful to me.  I hope they might be for you also.

1. It is right to be angry.  The Gospels tell us that Jesus was angry.  His anger was a righteous
anger on behalf of those who have been mistreated.  Jesus’ anger is, in a word, unselfish and
constructive, intent on doing something, effecting a change. (Fr. James Martin)
2. Do not accept or enable clericalism.  Pope Francis identified clericalism as an illness in the
Church that pretends “the Church” means “priests and bishops,” and ignores or minimizes the
God-given grace and talents of laypeople.  A culture of clericalism is a scandal based in
misguided power.  Clericalism permitted the secrecy, the cover-up, and this immoral behavior
to go unchecked. (Franciscan Action Network)
3. Don't leave the Church; rather lead the Church.  This is our call as baptized Catholics. (Fr.
Mike Schmitz)

4. Focus on the Gospel message - the Good News of Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God and our
Savior.  Give constant attention to your relationship with Jesus Christ - in your life as an
individual and as part of a community of faith. (Tom Burnford, President of the National
Catholic Education Association)

5. Demand that the Church hierarchy attend to the severe erosion of the Church’s moral
standing in the world. (Leadership Conference for Women Religious)
6. Voice your feelings and concerns.  The Second Vatican Council made clear that the laity are
“by reason of the knowledge, competence or outstanding ability which they may enjoy,
permitted and sometimes even obliged to express their opinion on those things which concern
the good of the Church.”  (Lumen Gentium, #37)
7. Commit yourself to living with integrity and honesty to show the world the truth of our
faith.  (Tom Burnford)
Join me in praying for healing and justice for victims of abuse.  Let us pray also for all priests,
bishops, and Pope Francis.
With prayers for you and our Church,

Mary
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School Cancellation Procedures

SRRE follows Montgomery County Schools for weather-related closings.  When Montgomery
County Public Schools (MCPS) are closed because of inclement weather, SRRE classes do not meet.
When MCPS cancel after school, evening, and/or weekend activities because of weather, SRRE after
school, evening, and/or weekend classes are also canceled.  See
www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org or call 301-279-3673 or listen to WTOP radio (103.5 FM).
If MCPS “school activities” are called off, but “community events” in MCPS buildings are taking
place, we may or may not have SRRE.  This is a relatively rare occurrence and the DRE will make a
decision based on the time of the class and the expected weather event.  In all cases, parents and
volunteers should make their most prudent decision regarding personal safety

Drop-Off and Pick-Up Procedures

-- Drop Off --

Parents must park and accompany younger children into the school building and to their
classroom.  Older children may be dropped off using the drop off lane nearest the school building or
by parking and having the children cross at the crosswalk.  There are crosswalks directly in front of
the main door (across to the island) and at the end of the sidewalk near the church (across to the
island).
On Monday afternoon, Monday night, and on Tuesday afternoon, the lane of parking nearest the
school building is blocked off and used as a drop-off lane.  There is no drop off lane on
Sunday nights because RE classes begin immediately after Mass when the parking lot is full.
 Drivers must be especially careful to stop for pedestrians at each of these crosswalks.
 No one may ever park or stop in the fire lane – where the curb is painted yellow.

-- Pick Up --

Parents must collect their children in the school building and, for younger children, in the RE
classroom.  Students will be released only to their parents or an adult explicitly authorized by the
parents.  Please inform the DRE of any custody situations or if someone other than the child’s
parent has permission to collect the child.
 We expect parents to walk with their child to the car, crossing only at the crosswalks as outlined
above.  All drivers must move slowly and carefully, stopping at the crosswalks to allow pedestrians
to cross.
 If a parent needs to pick up a child before the dismissal bell, the parent must go to the SRRE office.
A staff member will go to the classroom and bring the child to the office to meet the parent.  This is
to ensure minimum disruption of class and safety for the child.
 No one may ever park or stop in the fire lane – where the curb is painted yellow

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org
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Important Dates at St. Raphael’s

To help you track the seasons along with your children in class, we will list important dates in the
newsletter as they occur throughout the 2018-2019 school year.  See the calendar below for some
important St. Raphael’s dates.

Sept. 16, 17, 18 Religious Education Program classes begin
Sept. 25 or Oct. 3 First Penance Parent Meeting, 7:00 PM, Duffy Center
Sept. 26 or Oct. 4 Confirmation I Parent and Student Meeting, 7:00 PM, Trumpet Room
Sept. 26 or Oct. 4 Confirmation II Parent and Student Meeting, 8:00 PM, Trumpet Room
Oct. 13 First Eucharist Enrollment Rite and Reception, 10:00 AM, Church
Nov. 3-4 Confirmation Retreat (option 1)
Nov-18 NO 7:05 PM CLASS - Fall Break; morning classes will meet as usual
Nov. 5, Nov. 6 NO CLASSES – Fall Break
Nov. 10 First Eucharist Listening Rite and Reception, 10:00 AM, Church
Nov. 18 Confirmation I Enrollment Rite, 6:00 PM, Church
Nov. 25 NO MORNING CLASS; night classes will meet as usual

Children’s Choir at St. Raphael’s

There is still time to register for St. Raphael’s Children’s Choir! Singers in grades 3-8 can contact
Catherine Benskin at cbensk@gmail.com  or Vince Natali at  vnatali@straphaels.org to set up a
time for a vocal check and to register!
This season we will rehearse on Tuesdays from 3:45 to 4:30. We will sing 4 Sundays plus
Christmas and Easter.
 Registration fee is $50 per singer but please do not financial restraints keep your family from
participating.
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Volunteer Opportunities
through St. Raphael Religious Education Office

Making Music Little Angels
Music is a pathway to God. Since 2011 St. Raphael has offered a music program for
young children (ages 0-5) and their parents. Families take part in an interactive pro-
gram with song, dance, instruments, and parachute play, while engaging in prayer
and music of our Catholic culture. We are very grateful to Diane Arcieri, who has
been the Making Music leader for seven years. Diane is looking for someone to as-
sist her and eventually to lead the program.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW)
CLW is a celebration of the Liturgy of the Word with readings in language that
children can readily understand. Leaders share the Gospel in a way that is devel-
opmentally-appropriate for children. CLW is currently offered at the 10:00 and
1:00 Sunday masses. We are looking for additional leaders for 10:00, but espe-
cially to re-start CLW at the 11:30 masses. We are also in need of two leaders to
coordinate and direct the Christmas Eve nativity play (4:00 p.m. masses).

Class Aides Needed
Class aides (teens and adults) are needed for our Monday and Tues-
day afternoon classes. Adults need to complete the Virtus child
protection training.

RCIA adapted for Children (RCIC)
RCIC is a program for children ages 7-18 who have not been
baptized. It includes attendance at Religious Education classes
and celebration of the rites of initiation. Faith mentors are needed
to accompany families with children preparing for sacraments.

How to Volunteer:
� Contact Mary Beaudoin at mbeaudoin@straphaels.org or 301-762-2143, ext. 124
� Complete child protection requirements (application, background check, Virtus training, booklet)
� Complete interview and attend orientation session
� Participate in initial and ongoing training
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SRRE Parent Handbook

The SRRE Parent Handbook is available on the Religious Education page of the St. Raphael website.
Please note the following excerpts from the handbook:

Cell Phones / IPods / Other Electronic Devices

Except when being used for instruction, cell phones and other electronic
devices may not be turned on during SRRE classes. Catechists have permission
to take phones and other devices from students when necessary; these
devices will be returned at the end of class. Occasionally the catechist may
ask students in upper grades to use an electronic device as part of a catechetical
lesson, but this will be done in a controlled manner.

Food

It is preferable that food and drink not be brought into the school.  Please try to provide your child
with a snack (afternoon) or dinner (night) before arriving for class.

Important Notice:  The St. Raphael school building is a nut free facility.  No type of food

Peanut/Nut Free Snack Ideas

Orange slices
Bananas

Sliced Grapes
Apple slices
Dried fruit

Raisins or craisins Melon
balls in Dixie cups Mixed
fruit cups Applesauce cups

Carrot sticks

Celery sticks
Fruited jello

Pudding
Yogurt

Bread sticks
Pretzels or hot pretzels

String Cheese
Rice cakes

Graham crackers Cheese

Crackers (preferably whole grain)
Salsa and chips

Fig cookies
Mini muffins

Popcorn (ages 4 and up)
Cereal mixes such as Chex Mix

without nuts
Granola Bars without nuts
Dips for veggies and fruit

When preparing foods at home, please be sure to start with clean utensils and cutting boards.
When purchasing products from the store, be sure to read the ingredients list for nut products.

Many companies process foods with nuts and cross contamination is possible unless the
ingredients list states “Does not contain nuts or nut products”. Parents of children with

allergies will need to approve of the snack being shared with the class or should provide a snack
for their own child.
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Prayer, Reflection, and Discussion

Sundays
7:05-8:20 PM
Room 12

Mondays
7:00-8:15 PM
Room 12

Read, reflect, discuss the Gospel of the coming Sunday, apply it to your life.
Meet your friends, make new ones, relax, and enjoy.

Bring your Bible or a Sunday Missal

No special preparation needed.
No extra books needed.

*For more info on lectio see:
https://emmausjourney.org/sundays_reading_rsvce.php

https://catholic.bible/lectio-divina-in-english/

For more information, please contact the AFF Coordinator: suzanne.nelson2@gmail.com

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Stay & Pray 2018-2019

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________
___ I plan to attend on Sunday evening
___ I plan to attend on Monday evening
___ I’m willing to convene the group and lead the discussion as needed. (Guidelines will be given.)

Please return this portion to the RE Office ASAP. Thanks.

If you aren’t there…..
We’ll miss you!

so…..
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I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, I have grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set
you as a covenant of the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners
from confinement, and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness.~ Isaiah 42:6-7

Teaching Social Justice to Our Children-
Feeding the Hungry in a Land of Dieters

Catholic social teaching tells us that “social justice implies that persons have an obligation to be
active and productive participants in the life of society and that society has a duty to enable
them to participate in this way” (U.S. Bishops. Economic Justice for All [1986]68-71). In order to
accomplish that mission of social justice, we need to understand what social justice is and what
our obligations are to ensure that social justice is an integral part of our family values.

It’s easy to marginalize those that are different: those who may look different, those who may
have few or no economic resources; those who may have less education, those who may be
homeless, and those whose circumstance is so miserable that there is little hope to hold on to. It
may make us uncomfortable to see those “other people” –they are not like “us.” And so we turn
away from the discomfort. However, we must remember that there, but for the grace of God, go
each of us.

“So now what?” you ask, “I can’t save the world!” No, we alone cannot save the world. But as
parents, we can imprint on our children the necessity of taking care of our less fortunate
brothers and sisters - to turn together and see those brothers and sisters and resolve to make
those small efforts within our reach that can make things better.

�� We can sit with our children and discuss what we see on the news in light of social justice
and ask-“Is that fair how those poor people are treated?”

�� We can help them discern the role of poverty and a lack of education in limiting people’s
opportunities for a better life (“How would our lives be different if no one in our family
had an education?”)

�� We can take time as a family to learn together how to be advocates for those nearby who
need our help (“What resources we do have as a family that might be of help to
someone less fortunate in our own community/city/county?”).

�� We can model behavior that clearly tells our children that we believe we are responsible
for taking action to make a difference (“What would happen if we wrote to our Senators
and Congressmen asking for their support to pass laws to help the less fortunate?”).

We will soon be in the Advent season with its many opportunities to teach these lessons about
social justice. In every season, we need to take time to teach our children that from those to
whom much has been given, much is expected.
In the 14th century, St. Teresa of Avila wrote a poem that began: “Christ has no body now on
earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours are the eyes through which Christ
looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which He is to go about doing good;
yours are the hands with which He is to bless men now. ”
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Ordinary Time: Autumn
A Sense of the Season

All of our days are numbered. Now that Christ has risen from the dead and ascended
into heaven, we count down the days until he returns in glory to judge the living and
the dead. Ordinary Time is "ordinal" time: numbered days, days in which we lay out

the scriptures and the prayers to bide our time until Christ returns.

Although the church makes no official distinction between the days of Ordinary
Time from Pentecost until Advent, in our lives we experience the subtle shift from
the relaxed days of summer to the increasingly active days of autumn. For some of
us, the shift comes with the end-of-summer holiday or the beginning of school.
Others see work activities shift, from tending to harvesting, from stocking shelves to

increasing sales, from cashing out an old fiscal year to digging into a new one.

The church's calendar contains some subtle shifts, too. On September 14 we cele-
brated the Holy Cross, and the waning of the natural world around us points us to
the mystery of suffering and redemption. At the end of September we invoked the
holy archangels to guard us in the encroaching twilight. And if we listen closely to
the scriptures in October, we begin to hear talk of the last days and the final things.
These thoughts reach their culmination with the great festival of saints and souls,
November 1 and 2. And we spend November remembering the dead, preparing for
the end and celebrating Christ, the first fruits harvested of the new creation, the

firstborn from the dead.

This is the extraordinary opportunity that autumn's Ordinary Time opens up for us.

Copyright ©1997, Archdiocese of Chicago. Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-9331800.
Text by David Philippart. Art by Luba Lukova.
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St. Raphael Youth Group “Ignite”
Fall 2018 Schedule (9th grade – 12th grade)

September

9: Color War – Fall Kick Off

16: Holy or Hypocrite – Addressing Scandal

23: Syncing Now – Intro to Prayer
(New lector training, 7:00-7:30)

30: Divine Music – Liturgy of the Hours

October

14: Decades Ago – Rosary

21: Loud & Clear – Lectio Divino

26: Cemetery Walk @ Mount St. Mary’s

28: Follow in Their Footsteps – The Saints

November

4: Kyrie Eleison – Divine Mercy Chaplet

11: Dear Diary – Spiritual Reading/Journaling

16-18: Fall Retreat

December

2: The Summit – The Holy Mass

9: Come Let Us Adore Him – Advent Adoration

14: Ice Skating – Rockville Town Center

16: Raphael House Christmas Caroling

Stay Up-To-Date!
Parents are encouraged to join our monthly email listserv to receive updates on upcoming programs. Please
email Mike McHugh at mmchugh@straphaels.org to sign up.

Teens and parents can sign up for free weekly texting updates. Email Mike McHugh at
mmchugh@straphaels.org with your name and cell phone to be added in. Numbers are kept confidential.

St. Raphael’s Ignite Texting Updates @StRaphysYG

All activities are from 7-9pm in the Youth Center unless otherwise noted. Please contact Annie
McHugh with any questions: amchugh@straphaels.org. All bolded events are regular 7-9pm

Sunday nights which include dinner, formal teaching, prayer, discussion, and social.
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Wow! What Happened at Babel?

L
Q D E

B X E L A
S J E R D A R

D I F F E R E N T
Q N S E T T L E D G H

P E O P L E T O W E R U P
I N I M R O D A T S H I N A R

Z H V G M B R I C K S D R O N G T
Z F Y H C O N F U S E D T O N G U E S

B A B E L K C I T Y C E E I M A D F H S Y

Have you ever known somebody that speaks a different language? It can be fun to
try to communicate with people from other countries. It can also be frustrating.
When you really want to tell somebody something that is important, but you don't
know the right words...it can make you want to scream. Why do people speak
different languages? A long time ago, when everybody spoke the same language, the
people joined together to rebel against God. The way that God put an end to their
rebellious activities was to cause everybody to speak different languages. The
people couldn't plan evil deeds if they couldn't understand each other. Find the
hidden words in the tower above, then read about the Tower of Babel in Genesis
11:1-9.

Kid Explorers activities, www.KidExplorers.com -- Copyright Eden Communications,
Author: Mark Van Bebber

Babel Common Earth People Shinar
Bricks Confused Languages Scattered Tongues
City Different Nimrod Settled Tower



Match these quotes with the
saints who said them
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St. Raphael website www.straphaels.org
Archdiocese of Washington www.adw.org
US Conference of Catholic Bishops www.usccb.org
The Vatican www.vatican.va
Online Bible www.usccb.org/bible/books-of-the-bible/index

Textbook www.loyolapress.com
www.loyolapress.com/faith-formation/finding-
god/finding-god-2013
www.avemariapress.com/resources

Catholic News www.cathstan.org
www.franciscanmedia.org
www.osvdailytake.com
www.ewtn.com

Marriage www.foryourmarriage.org
Adult Faith Formation www.straphaels.org/adult-faith-formation

www.formed.org/custom-
register?url=straphaels

Saints www.franciscanmedia.org/saints
Child Protection www.virtusonline.org/virtus
Human Sexuality www.parentsandkidstalking.com
Publishers www.ltp.org

www.litpress.org
www.pastoral.center
www.magnificat.com

Movie Reviews www.catholicnews.com/movies.cfm
Sunday Mass wherever you are www.discovermass.com

Helpful Websites

http://www.straphaels.org
http://www.straphaels.org
http://www.adw.org
http://www.adw.org
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.vatican.va/
http://www.vatican.va/
www.usccb.org/bible/books-of-the-bible
www.usccb.org/bible/books-of-the-bible
http://www.loyolapress.com/
http://www.loyolapress.com/
www.loyolapress.com/faith-formation/finding-god/finding-god-2013
www.loyolapress.com/faith-formation/finding-god/finding-god-2013
www.loyolapress.com/faith-formation/finding-god/finding-god-2013
www.avemariapress.com/resources
www.avemariapress.com/resources
http://www.cathstan.org/
http://www.cathstan.org/
www.franciscanmedia.org
http://www.osvdailytake.com/
http://www.osvdailytake.com/
www.ewtn.com
www.ewtn.com
http://foryourmarriage.org/
http://foryourmarriage.org/
https://www.straphaels.org/adult-faith-formation
www.formed.org/custom-register?url=straphaels
www.formed.org/custom-register?url=straphaels
www.formed.org/custom-register?url=straphaels
http://www.mycatholicfaithdelivered.com/adw
http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus
http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus
http://www.parentsandkidstalking.com/
http://www.parentsandkidstalking.com/
http://www.ltp.org/
http://www.ltp.org/
http://www.litpress.org/
http://www.litpress.org/
www.pastoral.center
www.pastoral.center
www.magnificat.com
www.magnificat.com
www.catholicnews.com/movies.cfm
www.catholicnews.com/movies.cfm
www.discovermass.com
www.discovermass.com
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Passing It On! Team:

Mary Beaudoin
  Director of Religious Education
  301-762-2143 x124

MBeaudoin@straphaels.org

Pietro Lojacono
Assistant for the Office of Religious Education

  301-762-2143 x123
plojacono@straphaels.org

Pam Del Vecchio
Editor and Graphic Artist

Cathleen Shannon
Contributing Writer

mailto:MBeaudoin@straphaels.org
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